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Enhanced podcasts add images to the audio track. While not as dynamic as a video, these images can enhance the spoken word. So far, the only way to create these are with a Mac and Apple software.

The podcasts are published to a .Mac account in iLife. A link is created that can be shared via email with anyone, whether they’re on a Mac or PC. Your audience is taken to your podcast site and each enhanced podcast entry is viewed in Quicktime.

The enhanced podcasts can also be loaded into iTunes, where each image is displayed like an album cover. If you have a video iPod, you can see the images on your screen, again like an album cover. Each image can be enlarged for better viewing.

What follows are quick thoughts on how I made two enhanced podcasts with very little training, other than a one hour workshop from an enthusiastic faculty member. If you want to try this, please read the help menus and be ready to spend some time experimenting. It’s worth it.

Basic steps

You need to create an image file and an audio file.

An easy way to start is to create a Powerpoint slideshow and save it as JPEG formatting. Each slide is converted to a JPEG file and all are saved in a folder on the desktop. Use large fonts, at least 32 pt, and simple graphics, with strong contrast. 

For the audio file, you will probably find it’s best to write a script and save it as a Word document.

GarageBand in iLife 06


Open a new Podcast Episode.


Add a New Track of Real Instrument.


This becomes your vocal track.


Record your script, using either the built-in microphone or an external mike. Be sure to 
adjust the Preferences in the Sound section of System Preferences and the Preferences 
in GarageBand to select the external mike.


Practice to get the sound levels correct, timing, etc. 


Edit your script as you go along, if needed.


Add artwork.


When your voice track is in place, start adding the artwork.


Click on the Podcast track and drag in your first image to 



correspond with the audio.


You’ll see the image appear in the Track area on the bottom of the 


screen. You can hide this area and the Track info area in the Control menu.


Keep dragging in images throughout your “song” until they are all in place. 


It’s easy to adjust the placement by dragging. 


Drag the red marker line to the place in the track where you want to begin 
reviewing your podcast.


Adjust each image to fit the iPod screen by double clicking on it. A small 
box appears 
and you can make the art larger or smaller. Click Set to keep it.


Once you’re happy with your podcast, save it.


Click Share and choose either to save it in iTunes or send to iWeb.


You can do both.


When you send to iWeb, you’ll need a .Mac account (there is a 60 day free trial).


Follow the prompts to create your Podcast page.


Click Publish. You can view the podcast or have a link created to share via email.


When you email the link, the receiver clicks on it and they are taken to your podcast 
page. Here they can subscribe to your podcast or simply click on the title to hear and 
view your enhance podcast in Quicktime.

Here’s one known problem you’ll encounter. I need to figure out how to archive my podcasts.
Troubleshooting podcasts 
I subscribed to a podcast, but I don't see all the episodes—only the latest. How come?  iTunes will only display the podcast episodes that are included in the podcast feed. Many podcasts have the older episodes archived on the web. Check the podcast hosting site to see if older episodes are available.

In iTunes, when I selected the Podcasts setting, "When new episodes are available, download all," I didn't get any additional episodes. Why?  This setting only applies to new podcast subscriptions.

From Apple Podcasting FAQs: http://docs.info.apple.com/article.html?artnum=301880
Otherwise, give it a try and have fun!
